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COWARAMUP PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Grievance 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party) [9.42 am]: My grievance is to the parliamentary 
secretary representing the Minister for Education and Training, and I thank him for taking the grievance. It relates to 
the vital need for significant infrastructure upgrades to Cowaramup Primary School, in line with the recommendations 
from the Department of Education and Training’s facilities audit report in 2016. 

I would like to acknowledge from the outset the minister’s commitment earlier this month to provide funding to 
fix one of the issues at the school, following letters from both the school board and me requesting urgent action. 
The commitment to fix the sagging roofs in classrooms during the summer holidays is welcomed, but unfortunately 
falls well short of addressing the multitude of infrastructure concerns at the school. The 99-year-old school remains 
in dire need of repairs to several unsafe structures and ultimately requires additional upgrades to accommodate 
a rapidly growing population. 
The school community and I have been lobbying the government for those repairs and upgrades for the past six years, 
with minimal improvements provided. As the minister may be aware, Cowaramup Primary School was originally 
constructed in 1923 during the group settlement era. It was a small school that educated the children of families in 
the emerging agricultural industry. In recent years, the town has evolved beyond a dairy hub into a thriving town 
for young families seeking a regional lifestyle to raise their children. Unfortunately, the single local primary school 
has not evolved but has seemingly been neglected. 
As outlined in the audit, the administration building needs to be upgraded and extended. The administration offices 
lack the security and space required for the efficient management of a growing and professional school. The other 
concerns include the lack of a staff office, the lack of a dedicated communications room to allow confidential student 
and professional development conversations, and the size of the sports room and cleaners’ rooms, which are far 
too small to house appropriate equipment. The report also recommended that two of the buildings be demolished 
as they were insufficient in almost all aspects and had “well and truly surpassed their life cycle”. The ageing 
classrooms in these buildings are undersized in comparison with contemporary classrooms and not comfortable for 
holistic and contemporary pedagogy. They also lack teachers’ preparation areas and storerooms and are structurally 
compromised. There are also no permanent early childhood education facilities. All these classes are taught in 
transportable buildings that are currently at capacity. I understand also that some families are driving their children 
to other towns, such as Margaret River, to access kindergarten classes. 
Since the audit in 2016, four transportable classrooms have been allocated, and there have been minor alterations 
to the carpark and the undercover area. However, these are temporary fixes. Currently, 50 per cent of the 
classroom facilities at the school are transportable buildings. These structures were never meant to be a long-term 
set-and-forget option. They are supposed to be temporary while a long-term plan is developed, yet they make up 
half the school infrastructure. 
Cowaramup Primary School board member Joel Hall has said that since the audit, the school’s infrastructure issues 
have become more pronounced. He said — 

– most classrooms are undersized and do not meet contemporary classroom standards. This is likely to 
compromise educational outcomes and the wellbeing of both students and staff. 

– staff safety, administrative functions, confidentiality and universal access are all undermined by the 
absence of basic office and cleaning facilities 

… 
– the library building cannot be used for library purposes for significant portions of time as it is required 

for other specialty purposes such as LOTE and parent meetings 
I am aware that the audit based its assessments on a school with 430 students. There are currently 367 enrolments 
at Cowaramup Primary School. However, the population of the town has doubled since 2011. Although the number 
of enrolments has increased on average by 12 students a year, during periods of rapid development it has increased 
by as much as 55 enrolments in one year, as it did in 2014. Cowaramup is currently home to 1 900 people, including 
477 families, with 535 children aged between zero and 14. Considerable ongoing residential expansion is taking 
place in the town, with a further 160 family-sized lots currently undergoing land and building works, and that will 
likely result in enrolment surges in the next couple of years. 
Again, I acknowledge that funding has now been allocated to fix the sagging roofs, but I would suggest it is 
a short-term, bandaid measure that addresses only the most urgent safety concerns and does not provide for 
a long-term plan. This school is almost 100 years old. It is beyond time to bring it into the next century. I sincerely 
hope the department will not wait until enrolments reach the figure outlined in the audit before it considers any 
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feasibility or design works. That process is likely to take years and will undoubtedly put an increasing and seemingly 
unmanageable strain on the operation of the school. 
I implore the minister to prioritise these upgrades as a matter of urgency to ensure that the current and future students 
of Cowaramup Primary School have access to the same level of quality infrastructure and facilities as those in modern 
metropolitan schools. 
MR T.J. HEALY (Southern River — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.48 am]: I thank the member for Vasse for her 
grievance and her ongoing support of schools in her electorate, along with Hon Jackie Jarvis, MLC. I am responding 
on behalf of the Minister for Education and Training. As the member for Vasse mentioned, the McGowan Labor 
government has allocated $60 000 of new funding to address the issue of sagging ceilings at Cowaramup Primary 
School. Work will be done later this year, during the school holiday summer break, to ensure minimal disruption 
to students. I would like to thank the member for Vasse for raising this issue with the department and the minister. 
It is also in line with the work done by Hon Jackie Jarvis, member for South West Region. 
I wish to correct a couple of statements made by the member for Vasse. I am sure everyone in this chamber would 
agree that Cowaramup Primary School is a fantastic school. I will address some of the comments made by the member 
during her grievance relating to unsafe structures and minimal improvements. To alleviate the member’s concerns 
about unsafe structures, I understand that the Minister for Education and Training advised the member in writing 
and members of the Legislative Council last week that all high-risk maintenance and minor items identified in recent 
building condition assessments have been remediated. I will say that again: all high-risk maintenance and minor 
items identified in the most recent building condition assessment have been remediated.  

I also quote the local paper, the Augusta–Margaret River Mail, which reported on 12 October — 

“All high-risk maintenance and minor works items identified in the most recent building condition 
assessment have been remediated,” … 

That does not mean that no more work needs to be done; there is always work to be done. Again, it is a fantastic school. 

The Minister for Education and Training would also like to confirm that she is aware of the concerns raised by the 
chair of the board of Cowaramup Primary School, Joel Hall. I am aware of the 2016 audit that the member for Vasse 
mentioned. The member may recall that she was a fairly senior member of the government in 2016. I understand 
that she was the government Whip at the time, arguably one of the more powerful people in government. I defer 
to my government Whip and all the wonderful things they do. The member had the opportunity to seek and secure 
funding for the school during that time. I understand that during his time in government, the previous member for 
Vasse, Troy Buswell, was not able to secure significant funding upgrades, and that was a challenge. 

Western Australia has some amazing schools. There are just over 800 amazing public schools, ranging in age. I worked 
in a school that had been operating for 40-plus years. As the member for Vasse identified, Cowaramup Primary 
School will be 100 years old next year. Challenges come with those schools. I am very happy to confirm that the 
McGowan government is investing in Cowaramup Primary School. I ask members to allow me to refresh the 
chamber’s memory. During the years of the Barnett government, the former Treasurer and then member for Vasse 
provided fairly minimal government funding to the school. From 2009–10 to 2016–17, $2.2 million was invested 
to upgrade school infrastructure at Cowaramup Primary School. Of that $2.2 million, $2.1 million came from the 
federal Labor government. They are massive capital investments in schools. I acknowledge that there were certainly 
missed opportunities during the previous Barnett government. 

In 2019, the McGowan government launched a $200 million maintenance blitz of $75 000 for Cowaramup Primary 
School, which was very well received by the families of Cowaramup and surrounds. Those funds were put towards 
maintenance and minor works. It was one of the first big investments by a government in the school for some time. 
I understand that $725 000 has been spent on maintenance and minor works at the school since the McGowan 
government was elected in 2017. That includes $15 000 to upgrade plaster glass ceilings at Cowaramup Primary 
School in 2018–19 and $40 000 worth of science equipment grants as part of the McGowan government’s science 
election commitments. I think this is an item that the member for Vasse asked for in this chamber in 2021, when 
she said — 

… I welcome the STEM funding for classrooms at Busselton Senior High School and Cape Naturaliste 
College. We also have some outstanding needs for our primary schools. Cowaramup is one of the fastest 
growing areas in my electorate. 

I am very glad that we were able to deliver and assist the member with her advocacy, ensuring that every school 
received some form of funding from the science equipment grant. As I said, Cowaramup Primary School received 
$40 000. 

I mentioned the advocacy by Hon Jackie Jarvis, MLC, relating to the $60 000 of new funding allocated to address 
the sagging roof at Cowaramup Primary School. That will come from the 2022–23 central bank budget. Works 
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will be carried out over the Christmas holidays to minimise disruption. We are investing in the school. We will 
not stop. We will always look after all the schools, no matter what electorate or community they are located in. 
This is the first government in some time—probably since the Gallop–Carpenter government—that has a genuine 
commitment to regional and metropolitan schools, and that will not change. 

There are enrolment pressures in schools in the member for Vasse’s electorate, as she mentioned. It is a very 
popular community. Cowaramup Primary School is a fantastic school. I want to thank the educators and the families 
whose children attend that school. Board chair Joel Hall is also our principal. It is a fantastic school community. 
Again, there are wonderful investments in the high schools within the community, and within Cowaramup Primary 
School specifically. The department will continue to monitor growth in the area. I understand there are 368 students 
at the school; the member said there were 367. The school has accommodation for 448 students. 

Ms L. Mettam: It’s growing. 

Mr T.J. HEALY: It is growing because it is a popular school. Western Australia is a great place to live. People 
want to live in the member’s community. They love Cowaramup. I thank the member for the grievance. 
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